FORM B — BUILDING 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 


Photograp 


View from NE. 


Locus Map (north at top) 


eal 


t 
Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


Assessor’s Number USGS Quad = Area(s) +~=Form Number 


12-209 ORLEANS EAS.98 


Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 855 Nauset Road 

Historic Name: Solomon & Alice Doane House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: ca. 1750 


Source: vital records, censuses, deeds 
Style/Form: Colonial/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: wood shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
barn 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
House moved, ca. 1960 
Rear wing added, ca. 1960 


Condition: good 
Moved: nol]  yes[X] Date: ca. 1951 
Acreage: 3.918 


Setting: The house is situated on a historic road with 
limited 20'"-century development in a wooded area with 
much of the property owned by the National Seashore. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

This house was moved from a site closer to Nauset Road in the 1950s and seated on a concrete basement. Historic wings were 
removed and a new one added in the new location. Said to have been built ca. 1750, although the occupants Solomon Doane 
and Alice Higgins were married in 1727, the house reputedly contains portions of a house Doane inherited. In both cases, further 
examination of the materials and joinery methods employed in building the house is needed to accurately determine its 
construction history. 


The large one-story wood frame single dwelling has a traditional center-chimney Cape Cod house plan. The enormous center 
chimney was rebuilt when the house was moved in the 1950s, and the 1995 MHC B Form states it contains five fireplaces, 
evidently, two in the front rooms, one in the rear kitchen or keeping room, and two in the attic story. The form also describes a 
“good morning staircase,” that is one that splits into two runs in the upper story, presumably in the lobby in front of the chimney 
(calling it such associates it with much more formal applications). The center entrance was updated in the early 1800s, probably 
by the next generation to inhabit the place, with a doorway flanked by sidelights and surmounted by a carved fan. Heavy window 
frames proud of the exterior walls suggest the house was constructed with plank framing. A cornice is mounted on a shallow 
eave in the front. The northerly end wall contains fenestration in a typical pattern, one towards the front and two in the rear on 
the main floor and two attic windows centered in the gable. A hatch for an exterior basement door is located under one of the 
rear windows. A one-story cross-gable wing was added to the rear of the house after it was moved. It was designed in a 
traditional manner with a central internal chimney denoting the division between a kitchen and back spaces. A sunroom is 
connected to the rear of the wing. 


The house occupies a clearing in the midst of an otherwise wooded property. A driveway enters the center of the Nauset Road 
frontage and passes a barn before continuing to the house. The barn is a story-and-a-half wood frame building with a gable roof 
of the English Barn type, although it appears to be 19'-century in construction as well as functionally and materially altered over 
the years. There is a central wagon entrance with a hanging track door flanked by a bay with a small door and by one with a 
window. As with the house, a more detailed examination of the building and its framing is necessary to determine its construction 
history. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Some historians of Eastham and Doane family history have determined that the house now numbered 855 Nauset Road was 
built about 1750 by Solomon Doane (1705-89), a fourth-generation descendant of Eastham settler John Doane. Solomon Doane 
married Alice Higgins (born 1707), daughter of Elisha and Jane Collins Higgins, in 1727. Family historian Alfred Alder Doane 
stated that Doane settled on “part of the original Deacon John Doane farm” and owned a great deal of land in Nauset. The 
couple had nine children, and the house and farmstead, according to Doane, passed to his second eldest son Noah (1732- 
1820), who sold it to his son Zenas (1761-1825) in 1797 and moved inland with his family and livestock to Dana in Worcester 
County. A deed does exist between Noah and his son Zenas for a 3.30-acre parcel in this area, but it is dated 1790, is stated to 
be “near the dwelling house of Noah Doane,” and does not mention buildings or a homestead, as deeds transferring a 
homestead often do. Six months earlier Noah and his brothers Solomon and Joshua agreed to a division of land their father 
Solomon had given them; Noah took a piece that included land earlier given to him “where his dwelling house stood” as well as 
parts of other parcels. Why the deed refers to the house’s site in past tense is puzzling, but it at least establishes that Noah had 
a house of his own by 1789, the year his father died. That it might also have been his father’s house is possible, though the 
agreement does not identify it as such." 


1 Noah Doane to Zenas Doane, 8 May 1790, BCD 999041:15; Solomon Doane, Noah Doane, and Joshua Doane, agreement, 1 December 
1789, BCD 999041:16. See Alfred Alder Doane, comp., The Doane Family: Deacon John Doane, of Plymouth. ... (Boston: Alfred Alder Doane, 
1902), 66-67, 94-95, 97, 153, 270. “Local tradition” holds that Henry David Thoreau stayed in the homestead of “Deacon” John Doane, who 
died in 1707, on one of his first three trips to Cape Cod (October 1849, June 1850, and July 1855), which he wrote about in his book Cape 
Cod, first serialized in Putnam’s Monthly Magazine between June and August 1855 and published as a book posthumously by Boston 
publisher Ticknor and Fields in 1865. Thoreau here mentioned having seen, as he walked from Eastham meetinghouse to the Nauset Lights, 
some of the stone boundary markers that Doane had set and carved with his initials, but he did not state that he stayed in this or any other 
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Zenas Doane, a veteran of the Revolutionary War, married Marcy Crowell of Yarmouth in 1784, and he is listed among his 
brothers and other Doane relatives in the 1790 Eastham census. He was taxed on two buildings in 1798 and is listed in this 
neighborhood in censuses through 1820. He died in 1825, and his will of that year left his wife the value of $150 of his personal 
goods and the use of a third of his real estate; to sons Noah (1797-1876) and Randall (1802-38) he left “all my homestead so 
called, including all my land on the West side of the road which leads by my dwelling house where | now live” and including his 
house, barn, and outbuilding, farm vehicle and tools, and livestock; to son Crowell he left the house he then occupied at “long 
point,” which may be the second building for which he was taxed in 1798. Son Randall lived at 440 Nauset Road (EAS.95) and 
had moved from Eastham to Phillipston about 1836; according to Doane, his brother was the one who occupied “the old 
Solomon Doane farm.” 


Noah Doane married Caroline Crosby (1800-1879) of Brewster in 1821, and he is listed in a household of six persons in Nauset 
in the 1830 Eastham census and with four in his household in 1840. He served the town as a collector of taxes and constable, 
surveyor of highway, selectman, school committee member, and assessor numerous times between 1847 and 1866. The 1850 
census identifies him as a farmer with $1253 in real property in a household with his wife and their daughter Eliza, born in 1826; 
in 1851 Eliza married ship joiner Daniel Robbins, a native of either Dresden or Bowdoinham, Maine, then living in Dennis. 


In 1850 Noah Doane’s farm of sixty-two acres included only ten unimproved acres and was valued at $900. By 1860 the farm 
was half that size and valued at $2500; at both times Doane seems to have had a focus on cattle breeding and raising. He and 
his wife lived alone at 855 Nauset Road in 1860 and 1870, and they died within a few years of each other, Noah in 1876 and 
Caroline Crosby Doane in 1879. Noah Doane’s will, composed almost three decades before he died, left his daughter Eliza 
$100, his apprentice Simeon Snow $25, and his wife the rest of the estate; should she remarry, she was to retain a third of it with 
the rest passing to Eliza Doane Robbins. By 1880 the Eastham map marks the house “Robbins,” and by that year Daniel 
Robbins was farming fifty-two acres in Eastham. He and his wife had two children, both born in Chelsea—Caroline Doane 
(1857-74) and Cavalier Houdlette Robbins (1861- 1945).° In 1892 Cavalier Robbins was working as a paper hanger in Chelsea 
when he married Mary A. Garren of Everett and was later janitor of the City Hotel building in Boston, but by 1900 Daniel and 
Eliza Robbins were sharing the 855 Nauset Road house with Cavalier and Mary. 


Daniel Robbins died in 1903, and by 1910 Cavalier had become a station agent for the New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad and lived with his wife and mother in the house. Eliza Doane Robbins died in 1911, and Cavalier and Mary Robbins 
continued on in the house, sometimes with a boarder or live-in housekeeper. Mary Robbins died between 1930 and 1933, and 
Robbins remarried in the latter year; the 1940 census shows him and his wife Sarah, eighty years old, on Nauset Road. 


Cavalier Robbins died in 1945, and about two years later his widow sold 855 Nauset Road to Eldora K. Stevens of East Orange, 
New Jersey, and her son Merton H. Stevens Jr.* Eldora Stevens, a native of Pennsylvania, was the son of physician Merton H. 
Stevens, and son Merton H. Jr. worked for the Edison company in West Orange. The family used the house seasonally and by 
1959 had moved to Eastham year-round. The family registered the parcel in 1951, and in 1996 Merton H. Stevens Jr. and his 
wife Dorothy placed 855 Nauset Road in a family trust. The owners of record in 2020 are Joanna Wyllie Stevens, successor 
trustee, and Aimee Eckmann, who acquired it in 2015.° 


Eastham house; the source of this assertion is not known. See Henry David Thoreau, Cape Cod (Boston: Ticknor and Fields, 1865; reprint, 

New York: Literary Classics of the United States, 1985), 880. 

2 Doane, comp., Doane Family, 270. In 1836 Randall R. Doane sold equal halves of his estate to Joel Brewer, who owned and occupied 440 

Nauset Road after Randall Doane left Eastham, and Noah Doane “Jr.,” no doubt his brother, for $750 each. Some of the abutters identified in 

these deeds, in particular Samuel Mayo and Elkanah Hopkins, are enumerated on either side of Noah Doane in the 1830 and 1840 censuses, 

and it is not entirely clear from the deed how extensive Randall Doane’s holdings were. See Randall R. Doane to Noah Doane Jr., 12 July 

1836, BCD 23:143, and Randall R. Doane to Joel M. Brewer, 12 July 1836, BCD 323:294. 

3 The name Cavalier Houdlette may have derived from Louis Houdlette (1746-1820) and his wife Jeanne Marie Cavalier (1748-1835), identified 

as “French Huguenots” on their grave marker in Dresden, Maine, Daniel Robbins’s native place. 

4 Sarah Eliza Robbins to Eldora K. Stevens and Merton H. Stevens Jr., East Orange NJ, 21 November 1947, BCD 684:221. 

5 Sarah Eliza Robbins to Eldora K. Stevens and Merton H. Stevens Jr., East Orange NJ, 21 November 1947, BCD 684:221; Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts Land Court in re: petition 22605 Eldora K. Stevens and Merton H. Stevens Jr., East Orange, NJ, 18 September 1951, 

Certificate of Title 13295; Merton H. Stevens Jr., Orleans, to Merton H. Stevens Jr. and Dorothea W. Stevens, Orleans, 8 March 1975, 

Certificate 63995; Merton H. Stevens Jr. and Dorothea W. Stevens to Merton H. Stevens Jr. and Dorothea W. Stevens, trustees Stevens 

Family Trust, 12 March 1996, Certificate 140025; Joanna Wyllie Stevens, successor trustee Stevens Family Trust, to Joanna Wyllie Stevens 

and Aimee Eckman, 855 Nauset Road, 27 April 2015, Certificate of Title 206124. The 855 Nauset Road house and outbuildings are depicted 
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on “Plan of Land in Eastham,” August 1950, LCP 22605-A, and on “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham,” August 1972, LCP 22605-B, in 
somewhat different locations. 
Continuation sheet 3 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 


SUPPLEMENTAL IMAGES 


ppd NOT Not Not 


an 44, AN 
PLAN OF LAND IN Cmeseeu OFFICIA fot , e¢OeE CJAL 
Nickerson & Borger, Civil GRbineors - ec0 Fk wii or Cerny 


oO" 
August 1950 NOT QTfo oe “3 
AN A M7 \" 19 » i ig 
OFFICIAL G&RAPIAL! snes Cis Swat CTA L 
COPY ., XB NPY COPY MIEOP 
~ 
cay : 
more uff NOT nqu, 
I _ AN : 
OFFI tans yh ie OFFICIAL FF drat 
ual RC COPY gary £ 
: <i oy ic J 
nor <[,} Qor NoT qr 
e ans Wha AN AN 
oprgiygn OFFICIAL OFFICIAL OQMPIICIAL 
eT 2. ae COPY QIsoP 
sw * SAY NM 
fe Ks NOT s 
ie AN AN 
MZ “SPFICIAL OFFICIAL 
APS COPY COPY 
/ Ne 
fe 867 nor NOT 
H AN AN 
& «| OFFICIAL OFFICIAL 


ra «| COPY COPY Pup Pox 
N : 
ny « } & AES 
° af f 


Ve | aed 
Syne AY P 
@ eS vas ; jf 
& & *- Ay Pte 
ged 8/9 Lhe p00, 
ve Pe 
Vo g wt, 


™. aupeitinig, 
ree — 
cae al 
Wk Ape ‘Nea 
“eat B80 ye OO KU 
Wig Oe pa 
Co, “Wo, 4 o~ 
Ling, Cre, 94 
be 
Wray © 25 
“<j trp: 7> 
“2s 


ano i “ornce 
|S eletn e etans 


Land Court Plans of 1950 and 1972 show the 855 Doane Road house with a different footprint and altered position. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. 


View of barn from NE. 
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